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HAPPENINGS AROUND GRACE
THIS WEEK
February 18, 2024—February 25, 2024

1st Sunday of Lent 2/18/24
8:00AM Spoken Worship

THURSDAY 2/22/24
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
8:45AM Adult Forum Group 2:00PM Grief Support Group
10:15AM Traditional Worship 5:00 Choir Rehearsal
Joyful Noise Offering-Ranch Hope 6:00PM Bread & Broth/Video &
4:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous Discussion
4:00PM Catechism Class at Grace 7:00PM Al-Anon
MONDAY 2/19/24 FRIDAY 2/23/24
Office Closed in honor of 10:30AM Grace Stitchers
Presidents’ Day 7:30PM Alcoholics Anonymous

9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry SATURDAY 2/24/24
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous No events
7:00PM Grief Support Group 2nd Sunday of Lent 2/25/24
TUESDAY 2/20/24 10:15AM Traditional Worship with
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry Bishop Bartholomew &
6:30PM Narcotics Anonymous 100th Anniversary Kick-Off
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous Luncheon

ASH WEDNESDAY 2/21/24 4:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
11:30AM Bayside Duplicate Bridge

7:00PM Narcotics Anonymous

/ CHURCH OFFICE HOURS \
Mon-Tues10:00AM-3:00PM
Thurs-Fri 10:00AM-3:00PM

PASTOR OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Althea is often in the
office and she is always

Kavailable by appointment. j

February 18, 2024

Ist Sunday in Lent

.........

T \—
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH = Sasve <

11 East Dawes Avenue, Somers Point, NJ

Church Office: 609-927-3082 Food Pantry: 609-927-9982
Website: www.gracelutheranspnj.org
E-mail: office@gracelutheranspnj.comcastbiz.net

Rev. Althea Albright, Pastor ¢ Scott J. Breiner, Music Director
Corinne Rhodes, Administrative Assistant
Alison Toth, Social Media Consultant
We welcome you to worship here at Grace!

Note that all text written in bold is for congregation participation.
Our hymn songs are found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
red hymnal found in the pews.
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~ GATHERING ~

Thank you for joining with us as we worship our Lord together!

Introduction

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal
immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays
in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew
Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism. First
Peter connects the way God saved Noah's family in the flood with the way
God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is
made with us individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for
the sake of the whole world.

WELCOME Rev. Althea Albright
PRELUDE Erhalt Uns, Herr by Johann Pachelbel

Please stand as you are able.
GREETING

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned
from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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We thank all those serving in worship today!
Reader: Kevin Thomas

STRONGER TOGETHER Grief Support Group
The next meeting times are scheduled for Monday, February 19
at 7:00 PM, and the second group will meet on Thursday,
February 22, at 2:00 PM. Anyone is welcome to attend the
group that best fits your schedule.

LENTEN BREAD & BROTH & VIDEO/DISCUSSION
Starts Thursday, February 22
6:00 PM Supper
6:30 PM Enrichment Video & Discussion: The Chosen
Please sign up if you can bring soup, salad or bread. Sign-up
sheets are in the narthex, or call the church office.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The 100th Anniversary Committee is in need of volunteers for the
following dates and times:

Today immediately following worship—table and chair set-up
February 22 at 10:00 AM—set up and decorate social hall
February 25 (day of Luncheon) at 10:00 AM—set up food and
serving area

If you are willing and able to volunteer, please contact
Jim Foreman 609-384-1674.

Please remember there is no
8:00 AM service or Adult Forum
Sunday School next week. We will v
all gather at 10:15 AM. ST

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
609-641-3669

Present this bulletin on a Sunday
and Shore Diner will donate 20% to Grace
Lutheran Church. Present this on
any other day, and we will donate 10%.
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who empowers you may be glorified. You are to be examples of faith active
in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual understanding in this
congregation.

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you:

Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices
to which you have been elected?

I will, and I ask God to help me.

People of God, I ask you:

Will you support these, your elected leaders,
and will you share in the mutual ministry
that Christ has given to all who are baptized?

We will, and we ask God to help us.

I now declare you installed as council members and officers of this
congregation.

Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in
peace, that you may be faithful servants of Christ. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.

SENDING BLESSING

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING HYMN O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days ELW #319

Please be seated. Enjoy the postlude music
and meditate on how God spoke to your heart today.

POSTLUDE Erhalt Uns, Herr

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

arrr. by A. W. Leupold

We are glad for your presence today.

We hope you come again soon!
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OPENING HYMN Bless Now, O God, The Journey ELW #326

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE White Booklet page 2

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the
chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from
sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that
the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

PEACE The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Take a brief moment to share the peace by greeting someone sitting
near you. Verbal greetings are appropriate if you are not comfortable
shaking hands or touching.

Please be seated.
~WORD ~
FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17

Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of
human sin, God destroys the earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family,
and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction gives way to divine
commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes
a covenant with all creatures.

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, *“As for me, [ am
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, '’and
with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals,
and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. ''I
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by
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the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the
earth.” '?God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me
and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations:
I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth. '*When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow
is seen in the clouds, °I will remember my covenant that is between me and
you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again
become a flood to destroy all flesh. '*When the bow is in the clouds, I will
see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” ""God said to Noah, “This is the
sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is
on the earth.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 25:1-10

Y

B

To | you, O LORD,
I lift ' up my soul.
*‘My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be ' put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3Let none who look to you be ! put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame ! who are treacherous.
*Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me Pfour paths.
*Lead me in your ' truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day
long.
*Remember, O LORD, your compas- 'sion and love,
for they are from ' everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth and ! my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
good- ! ness, O Lorb.
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kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All are welcome at the table of Christ. Come, taste and see that the
Lord is good. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION Lamb of God White Booklet page 4

EVERYONE IS INVITED to come forward at the direction of the
ushers. If you are unable to come to the altar, you may remain seated
and the pastor will bring you communion after everyone has come
forward. Children may come forward to receive a blessing.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for
justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of
grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL

The following people have been elected by the congregation to
positions of leadership (names read). We give thanks for their willingness to
serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share
in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will
lead us in our common life and our mutual mission as a congregation.

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear
witness to God, who gathers us into one together with the whole church.
You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship,
learning, witness, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is
carried out in this congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and
in the whole world.

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit
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Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers
of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

~HOLY COMMUNION ~
GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY White Booklet page 4
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and
your faithfulness endures from age to age.

White Booklet page 3

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with
your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
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*You are gracious and up- ri%ht, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners ' in your way.

You lead the low- ! 1¥ in justice
and teach the low- ' ly your way.

'°All your paths, O LoRb, are steadfast ' love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22

As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to
God, so God acts through baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This
spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ.

'Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh,
but made alive in the spirit, “in which also he went and made a
proclamation to the spirits in prison, **who in former times did not obey,
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the
ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. ' And
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt
from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, *who has gone into heaven and is at the right
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION White Booklet page 3

The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter. Glory to you, O
Lord.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he
is tested by Satan so that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign.

’In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. '°And just as he was coming up out of the water, he
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.
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" And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you |
am well pleased.”

'2And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. *He
was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the
wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the
good news of God, "*and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
SERMON Rev. Althea Albright
Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW #517

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING
Our monthly special noisy offering for the month of February is
Ranch Hope in Alloway Township, NJ.

OFFERING

CHOIR ANTHEM  Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley
arr.by Jack Schrader

Please stand as you are able.

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS Create in Me a Clean Heart WOV #732

OFFERING PRAYER

God of mercy and grace, you have blessed us with many good
things. Fill us with your spirit of love and courage at your table, that we
may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer
and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the
church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need. Brief silence.

God our truth, the ark of your church has room for many expressions
of faith. We give thanks for voices that challenge and awaken your people.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our maker, you remember your covenant with the earth and its
inhabitants. Rescue communities and creatures hurting from natural
disasters. Preserve species and habitats endangered by human carelessness
and disregard. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our light, you know our weakness. Free all who govern from the
temptations of power. Sustain all who work for human rights in every
nation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our help, you care for your beloved children. Comfort all who
are grieving, ill, afraid, in pain, or in despair. Feed hungry people living in
food deserts. Protect any at risk from exploitation and abuse. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

God our home, you gather your people. Grant us health and safety as
we assemble. Keep us mindful of any who are homebound, hospitalized,
convalescing, or traveling especially all those we name aloud or in our
hearts... Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



