HAPPENINGS AROUND GRACE

THIS WEEK
September 10, 2023—September 17, 2023

15th SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
9/10/23
8:00AM Spoken Worship

8:45AM Adult Forum Group

10:15AM Traditional Worship
Blessing of Backpacks, Teachers,
& Students
Joyful Noise Offering

4:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

MONDAY 9/11/23
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
12:30PM 100th Anniversary
Committee Meeting
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

TUESDAY 9/12/23
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
12:00 PM WELCA
6:30PM Narcotics Anonymous
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

WEDNESDAY 9/13/23
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
11:30AM Bayside Duplicate Bridge
5:30PM Oktoberfest Committee
Meeting
7:00PM Financial Support Meeting
7:00PM Narcotics Anonymous

THURSDAY 9/14/23
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
5:00PM Choir Rehearsal
7:00PM Antique Club
7:00PM Al-Anon

FRIDAY 9/15/23
10:30AM Grace Stitchers
7:30PM Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY 9/16/23
No events

16th SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
9/17/23
8:00AM Spoken Worship Service
8:45 AM Adult Forum Group
DIRECTORY PICTURES
10:15AM Traditional Worship
DIRECTORY PICTURES

Present this bulletin on a Sunday
and Shore Diner will donate 20% to Grace
Lutheran Church. Present this on
any other day, and we will donate 10%.

Shore Diner
6710 Tilton Road

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
609-641-3669

September 10, 2023 15th Sunday of Pentecost
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

11 East Dawes Avenue, Somers Point, NJ 08244
Church Office: 609-927-3082 Food Pantry: 609-927-9982
Website: www.gracelutheranspnj.org
E-mail: office@gracelutheranspnj.comcastbiz.net

Rev. Althea Albright, Pastor 7 Scott J. Breiner, Music Director
Corinne Rhodes, Administrative Assistant
Alison Toth, Social Media Consultant

We welcome you to worship here at Grace!
Note that all text written in bold is for congregation participation.
Our hymn songs are found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
red hymnal found in the pews.




GATHERING

Thank you for joining with us as we worship our Lord together!

Introduction

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’
words in today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with
church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn
from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law.
We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with
gifts of peace and reconciliation.

WELCOME Rev. Althea Albright

PRELUDE [ “Introduction-Choral” Il. “Menuet Gothique”
from Suite Gothique  by: Leon Boellmann

Please stand as you are able.
GREETING

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
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POSTLUDE V. “Toccata™ from Suite Gothique

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Be the hands and feet of Christ in the world!
Thanks be to God.

We are glad for your presence today.

We hope you come again soon!

We thank all those serving in worship today!

Reader: June Jordan

The flowers sponsor this week is: Roberta Blumenthal, wishing
all teachers and students returning to school, a successful and
productive year!

The candles, wine, and bulletins sponsor is: Bettie Cross,
thanking God for all her friends and her church!

The music sponsor is: Linda Rihl, sending best wishes, love,
and prayers to her granddaughter, Mya, as she flies away to begin
her first year of college in London!

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #.SAS002821 New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by

permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts,
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet of Christ. All are welcome. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God WOV page 25

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

EVERYONE IS INVITED to come forward at the direction of the
ushers. If you are unable to come to the altar, you may remain seated
and the pastor will bring you communion after everyone has come
forward. Children may come forward to receive a blessing.

MUSIC 1I1. Priere a Notre-Dame

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your
goodness. You are our hope and joy. Strengthen us by this food, and
send us to share with the world to your love and welcome others to
your house, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name
we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

from Suite Gothique

SENDING

Please stand as you are able.

SENDING BLESSING

May Almighty God, * Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, watch over
you, guide you, and give you faith for the journey now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN  Praise, My Soul, The God of Heaven = ELW #864

Please be seated. Enjoy the postlude music
and meditate on how God spoke to your heart today.
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

OPENING HYMN As We Gather at Your Table ELW #522

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE WOV page 12
HYMN OF PRAISE WOV page 14
PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual
mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us
everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated

WORD

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel
must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—
who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that
repentance will make the attack unnecessary.

'So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel,;
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning
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from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and
you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. *But if
you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from
their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved
your life.

""Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said:
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away
because of them; how then can we live?” ''Say to them, As I live, says the
Lord Gob, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil
ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:33-40
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3Teach me, O LorDp, the way | of your statutes,
and I shall keep it r‘[0 the end.

#Give me understanding, and I shall ' keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with | all my heart.

3Lead me in the path of | your commandments,
for that is | my desire.

*Incline my heart to | your decrees
and not to ' unjust gain.

Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood;
give me life | in your way.

*Fulfill your promise ' to your servant,
which is for | those who fear you.

*Turn away the reproach ! that I dread,
because your judg- | ments are good.

“Behold, I long for ' your commandments;
by your righteousness en- ! liven me.
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HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING WOV page 22

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY WOV page 22

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy,
and great 1s the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
1s my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in
your holy church, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS Let the Vineyards WOV page 21

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you.
We bring these gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the
body of your beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Please be seated

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for
the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors. Brief silence.

A: Hold us accountable, O God. Show your church where repentance
1s needed and lead us in paths of intentional compassion and listening. Help
us extend hands of reconciliation and care, especially in relationships with
other Christians and people of other faiths. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

A: Reveal your miracles to us, O God. Move us to cherish you as we
behold the wonders of creation. Renew the seas and the soil, the forests and
the creatures that live in them. Turn us to ways of living that seek Earth’s
thriving. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P: Help us comfort those who suffer, O God. Bring peace to all who
are vulnerable, frightened, despairing, or sick especially all those we name
aloud or in our hearts... Guard their waking and their sleeping. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

A: Encourage us, O God. Challenge and uplift your people to value
the vocation to which all of us are called. We pray for all discerning new
possibilities or changing employment. In all our diverse callings, teach us to
love our neighbor above all else. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these
and the prayers of our hearts, trusting in your compassion made known
through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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SECOND READING: Romans 13: 8-14

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the
heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord
Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.

SOwe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law. "The commandments, “You shall not
commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal You shall not
covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love
your nelghbor as yourself.” '’Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore
love is the fulfilling of the law.

"Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; '*the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; "*let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness not in debauchery
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '*Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 18th chapter. Glory to
you, O Lord.



GOSPEL: Matthew 18: 15-20

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and
the church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one
member has sinned against another.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '*“If another member of the church sins
against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the
member listens to you, you have regained that one. '°But if you are not
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may
be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. ''If the member
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector. "®Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. '*Again,
truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will
be done for you by my Father in heaven. **For where two or three are
gathered in my name, [ am there among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON Rev. Althea Albright
Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY Beloved, God’s Chosen ELW# 648

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Take a brief moment to share the peace by greeting someone sitting
near you. Verbal greetings are appropriate if you are not comfortable
shaking hands or touching.

BLESSING OF STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

For the marvels of your creation, we praise you, O God.

For the opportunity to explore and study, we praise you, O God.

For those who guide us, teachers, professors, and mentors, we praise
you, O God.

Teach us your ways and guide us in your path, for you are the creator
of all that is seen and unseen. Amen.

Let us pray for all who are beginning a new school year, that both
students, teachers, and professors will be blessed in their academic
endeavors.

Almighty God, you give wisdom and knowledge. Grant teachers the
gift of joy and insight, and students the gift of diligence and openness, that
all may grow in what is good and honest and true. Give them patience in
their studies and strength to meet new challenges. Support all who teach and
all who learn, that together we may know and follow your ways; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who is the way, the truth, and the life, both now and
forever. Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY Teach Me, O Lord by Dave and Jean Perry

Please stand as you are able.



