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Grace Lutheran Church
8:00 am: Spoken Service & 10:15 am: Liturgical Service
Shore Road @ Dawes & Meyran Aves.
11 East Dawes Ave., Somers Point, New Jersey 08244
Phone: 609-927-3082—Fax: 609-927-6672—Food Pantry: 609-927-9982
Email: office@gracelutheranspnj.comcastbiz.net
Website: www.gracelutheranspnj.org
Pastor: Rev. Althea Albright
Music Director: Mr. Scott J. Breiner
Church Secretary: Diana McArdle
Sexton: Andrew McCarrick
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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We are glad you are here whether you are here
to worship with us as a first time visitor, friend, neighbor, or lifelong member. If you
have any questions, concerns, or need pastoral care, Pastor Althea would love to talk
with you. Feel free to speak with her after worship or contact her by email
at: pastoralthea3@gmail.com or by phone 484-345-0399.

Through God’s Word and Holy Spirit, Grace Lutheran Church will be...
• Inviting all people to belong to the church of Jesus Christ,
• Equipping those who believe as faithful disciples of Jesus, and
• Sending members to become caring servants of God in the world.
Serving in Worship Today
Worship Assistant: Mary Ann Gring
Altar Guild: Brenda Traa
Sound/Video Technician: Jim Foreman, Shawn Welfield
Greetings members, friends, and family of Grace! We are trying a new way of listing our
prayer concerns in the coming weeks. If you notice someone who is missing or if anyone
has someone new to add, please don't hesitate to contact Pastor Althea via phone,
Facebook, or email or contact our secretary in the office to add people who are on our
hearts each week and include our ongoing concerns.
Members of Grace: Jim C., Cheryl R., Betty N., John N., John S., MaryAnn T., Joyce B.,
Ruth T.
Family and friends: Family of Regina, (relative of Marlene Doer); Elliott, Gage, (
friends of Pastor Althea); Jody (niece of Grings); Cecilia, and Richard (friends of Welfields); Shirley & Carl (Parents of Debbie Kleuser); Jim, Vicki, (friends of Meg LaSpina),
Payton (friend of Joyce Bianco), Annmarie (friends of Marlene D.),
Tami (friend of Brenda T.), Carol Waters (friend of Claire Brick).
Those Serving Our Country: Matt Bilello, ANG; Daniel Casner 3rd, USN;
Sgt. Joshua McArdle, USM; Cainan Johnson, USAF
At Home - Bonnie Condliff, Joan Glenz, Ruth Kruger, Dot Reichelt, Lois Rahme,
Lois Reardon, & Skip Uhrmann
Shores@Wesley Manor: Dot Crawshaw, Eleanor Guire, Eileen Rumble
Woodview Estates: Lorraine Moore
In Memory - Rev. Jenn Sweitzer - 10/16/2021
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WITH ONE VOICE
LITURGY

Congregation responses in bold print.

GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE

Rev. Althea Albright
An Autumn Sketch

by John Hyatt Brewer

Please stand as you are able
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
God, our Creator, we come to you in worship, knowing that you are always with us.
You see all of our strengths and the places where we need to grow as people of
God. Renew and refresh us so that we may know your love and be ready to
serve you with all our mind and all our heart. Amen.
Let us come before God, with all our imperfections and shortcomings, ready to accept
that we are human and need to be put back on God’s path for our lives.
Merciful and Forgiving God,
We acknowledge that we are not perfect. We turn away from you and we do not
always follow your path for our lives. We do not always treat one another
with love. We are not always patient, nor kind to our neighbors.
We confide in you and we ask that you have mercy on us. Forgive us for
what we have not done and for the things we have done which have hurt
others. Renew our courage and strength so that we do not lose heart in
following you. Lead us and refresh us so that you may show us new vision
for loving one another and for our ministry together. Amen.
Christ came down so that God would know what it’s like to be human. God is with us
through all of life’s joys and frustrations. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, I declare that you are forgiven all of your sins, in the name
of God, our Parent, God, the Son, and God, the Holy Spirit. May our God,
uplift you and strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit that Jesus will
continue to show you the way of love and everlasting life. Amen
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OPENING HYMN

God, Whose Almighty Word

ELW # 673
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
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GLORY BE TO GOD IN HEAVEN

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together….Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the
darkness of our ignorance. Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to
seek your face, and enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
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WORD
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-9
This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and its homecoming
from exile in Babylon, but also of the northern kingdom (“Israel” or “Ephraim”) and its
restoration. The northern tribes of Israel had been lost in exile to Assyria more than a
century before Jeremiah prophesied.
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Thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 126
1

When the Lord restored the for- | tunes of Zion,
then were we like | those who dream.
2
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great | things for them.”
3
The Lord has done great | things for us,
and we are | glad indeed.
4
Restore our for- | tunes, O Lord,
like the watercourses | of the Negeb.
5
Those who | sowed with tears
will reap with | songs of joy.
6
Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed,
will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 7:23-28
Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and served only until their death. In
contrast, Jesus is God’s Son, the holy, sinless, resurrected high priest. Death did not terminate
his priestly service, but through his death he has interceded for our sins.
23

The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him, since he always
lives to make intercession for them.
26
For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the other high priests, he has no need
to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he
did once for all when he offered himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who are
subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son
who has been made perfect forever.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able

9

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The Holy Gospel according to Mark Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: Mark 10:46-52

Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again. Recognizing Jesus’
identity, Bartimaeus is the first person to call him “Son of David” in the Gospel of Mark.
46
As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he heard that it was
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on
me!” 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of
David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called
the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 50So throwing off

his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want
me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus
said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and
followed him on the way.
The gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

Rev. Althea Albright
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HYMN OF THE DAY

O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate

ELW # 722
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING
Covenant House—Atlantic City
Monthly special offering for a designated local, national and international ministry.
Our Third-Sunday usher team takes a few extra minutes before our regular weekly
offering to collect this special offering of coin donations.
WEEKLY OFFERING
We are thankful for however you are able to continue supporting our ministry at
Grace. Offering may be received through the mail, church office, or Simply Giving
online. Please call the church office if you need assistance with Simply Giving, or
have any questions or concerns.
OFFERTORY
Please stand as you are able
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS

Be Thou My Vision

arranged by Pruette Plemens
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OFFERING PRAYER

We pray together for however we have made offerings to God in our lives.
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. You are our Creator and
bless us with all that we have. We are thankful for many things in our lives. As
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready
to praise you and to respond to those in need. Bless our time, our talents, and all
the offerings we give back to you for your holy work, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Pastor: Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for
all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.
Leader: Risen One, we give you thanks for congregations and ministries throughout the world
that serve as centers of prayer and action. Empower missionaries, teachers, healers,
evangelists, and all who are sent to share your song of joy. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Leader: Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant harvests.
Strengthen and protect all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie farmlands, to patio
planters to fertile valleys, and bless all who lovingly tend them. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Leader: Ruling One, we give you thanks for leaders of nations who work to build up the
common good. Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all nations, that peace
extends in every direction. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Pastor: Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of others. Comfort
and strengthen all who struggle with chronic pain. Send healing and relief to all who
are sick (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Leader: Providing One, we give you thanks for all who provide for others. Inspire generosity
in your people, so that we carry out the work of making disciples of all nations.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Pastor: Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands;
through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who through his
dying and rising opened the way to everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross,
opened his arms to all.
On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Together we celebrate this holy meal. May all praise and thanks be to you, Holy God,
through Christ Jesus, and by your Life-giving Spirit. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by Christ, let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet for Christ is our host. Amen.
Communion will be offered in two ways, continuous at the chancel step, and at the
direction of Pastor after everyone has come forward (for those at home online and
those who choose to remain seated).
Follow the direction of the ushers to come to the front or remain seated and
after all have come forward, direction for the prefilled host and grape juice will be
given.
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COMMUNION HYMN

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
IF YOU CHOOSE TO COME FORWARD:
Follow the directions of Pastor and the Ushers.
IF YOU CHOOSE TO REMAIN AT YOUR SEAT OR YOU ARE ONLINE:
Prepare your elements after all have come forward and wait for direction from Pastor.
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
As we have experienced Christ, our Savior, in this meal, may Almighty God continue
to nourish you and encourage you as you continue your journey in faith. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. Life-giving God,
in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your
people. Send us forth now as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection,
that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our risen Lord. Amen.

17

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand as you are able.

BLESSING
We are blessed and encouraged as we depart from our gathering.
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
May the Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

O Savior, Precious Savior

ELW # 820

Music located on the next page
Please be seated for the postlude.
Take this time to listen to the music and contemplate
the message presented today.
POSTLUDE

Processional Grand March

by Samuel B. Whitney

DISMISSAL
Go and be God’s hands and feet in the world! Thanks be to God!
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved
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SENDING HYMN

O Savior, Precious Savior

ELW # 820
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LOSSES AND SCARS
Thursday, November 4th @7:30 pm
We all go through many things in our lives. Lately, some of us
have lost family members, friends, and we have undergone other
difficult changes. Pastor Althea will facilitate sharing of grief and
other thoughts in a group setting. We will have some quiet time to
pray and sit with one another in support.
Please come to Grace at 7:30 pm on November 4th.

TIME OF HEALING
Sunday, November 7th @ 10:15 am
Since this year has been a difficult year of losses and stress,
we will be having a time of healing and prayer during our
All Saints Sunday worship on November 7th. Everyone will have
the opportunity to come forward for anointing and prayer.

GRATITUDE AND GIVING SERVICE
Sunday, November 14th
In the spirit of harvest time and Thanksgiving coming up, we are
planning a special service of thankfulness and gratitude. We are also
collecting items for our Grace Place Pantry this Sunday. Please
bring your items to be blessed as we support our community pantry.
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Sunday 10/24
Pentecost 22
8:00 am - Spoken Service - Lounge
8:45 am - Adult Sunday School
10:15 am - Liturgical Worship Service
Holy Communion
Grace Friends Sunday School
Joyful Noise Offering– Covenant House

Thursday 10/28
9:00—11:30 am - Food Pantry
5:00 pm - Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm - Al-Anon Meeting - Lounge

Friday 10/29
4:00 pm - AA Meeting - Lounge
10:30 am - Grace Stitchers
6:00 pm - Confirmation Class @ Grace
7:30 pm - AA Meeting—Lounge
Monday 10/25
9:00—11:30 am - Food Pantry
7:00 pm - AA Meeting—Social Hall
Tuesday 10/26
9:00—11:30 am - Food Pantry
6:30 pm - NA

Saturday 10/30
Sunday 10/31 Reformation Day
WEAR SOMETHING RED
8:00 am - Spoken Service - Lounge
8:45 am - Adult Sunday School
10:15 am - Liturgical Worship Service
Holy Communion

Wednesday 10/27
Grace Friends Sunday School
9:00—11:30 am - Food Pantry
4:00 pm - AA Meeting - Lounge
11:30 - 3:30 - Bayside Bridge Group
6:30 pm - Cape Atlantic Intergroup–Lounge
7:00 pm—NA Meeting - Social Hall

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
In Loving Memory of
Wayne Rumble
on the anniversary of his passing.
Given by The Ruffenach, Rumble &
Kellenberger Families

