Events This Week - February 14 - 21, 2021
Pastor Althea's Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 10am - 1pm
Sunday 2/14 Epiphany 5

Transfiguration of Our Lotd February 14, 2021

10:15 am - On-Line Worship Only Thursday 2/18
o8y Veleutine CHiBEs 1, Friday 2/19
@.\ // o!l \;’é NO Grace Stitchers
[ < off b@, Saturday 2/20
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Monday 2/15
9:00 am—11:30 am - Food Pantry
7:00 pm - AA Meeting - Social Hall
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Sunday 2/21
Tuesday 2/16 10:15 am - On-Line Worship Only
9:00 am—11:30 am - Food Pantry
6:30 pm - NA Online Meeting
7:00 pm - Church Council Mtg.

{Be{[@re {fﬂ'ucem

MARK 9:2

Wednesday 2/17

Online Ash Wednesday Service
9:00—11:30 am - Food Pantry

7:00 pm—NA Meeting - Social Hall

Grace Lutheran Church

Shore Road @ Dawes & Meyran Aves.
11 East Dawes Ave, Somers Point, NJ 08244
Office: 609-927-3082 1 Fax: 609-927-6672 1 Food Pantry: 609-927-9982
Website: www.gracelutheranspnj.org
Alternate web address: www.gracelutheran.xyz

Grace Place Pantry will receive
$1.00 for every bag sold.

during the month ofskebruary 2021

BUY THIS All'joys, concerns, and Email: office@gracelutheranspnj.comcastbiz.net
B AG SEND A | prayer requests, to share on our video Pastor: Rev. Althea Albright

[ recording, must be in by Wednesda Music Director: Scott J. Breiner
s] DUNAT"]N - ’ ’ Church Secretary: Diana McArdle

Sexton: Andrew McCarrick

Tu us of each week while we are apart.
Pastor AlHthea

GIVE BACK TO YOUR COMMUNITY &

SUPPORT THE ENVIRONMENT. Liturgic al WOfShiP Setvice




Welcome

Welcome to worship at Grace Lutheran Church. Everything you need to fully

participate in our liturgical worship is contained in the bulletin.

Mission Statement

Through God’s Word and Holy Spirit, Grace Lutheran Church will be...
e Inviting all people to belong to the church of Jesus Christ,

e Equipping those who believe as faithful disciples of Jesus, and

e Sending members to become caring servants of God in the world.

Serving in Worship Today—

Worship Assistant: Diana McArdle Sougd Technician: o
Altar Guild: Jim Foreman /Larry Rusiecki

Brenda Traa, Ruth Traa

In Our Hearts and Prayers

Servicemen and Servicewomen Serving Our Country: Members & Friends of Grace:
Matt Bilello, ANG; Daniel Casner 3rd, USN; Sgt. Joshua McArdle, USMC;
Sara Myers, USN; Cainan Johnson, USAF

Hospitalized - or in need of healing: Ruth, David, & Ric Alburger,

Mary Ellen Bartholomew, June Becker, Shirley Blankenship, Carol Campbell,

Dr. Robert Carlson, Ed Carpenter, Christine Carter, Peg Cwienk,

Roy Cole, Deb Connelly, Emile Del.ong, Tad Dildilian, Jim Foreman, Kimberly Frawley,
Ed Gannon, Jeanne Gehring, Chris Hinnant, Bob & Dona-Lee Hughes, Pat Johnson,
Darryl Kashey, Terry Kearney, Carol Traa Keates, Nancy Keirsey, Jim Kohl,

Darrell Kopp, Ruth Kruger, Judith & Roger Landis, Bob Loper, Susan Marich,

Quinn Meldrum, Anne Moore, Tom Ostrander, Tommy Parker, Renee Pugliese,
LouAnn Rest, Indigo Rose, Alan Sisson, Dana Sisson, Judy Toth, Bob Traa,

Grace DiGenni Traa, Carol-Ann Tracy, Skip Uhrmann, George Walters, Joann Wehrhan,
Joan Wisdom, & Lucy Dildilian Yannis

At Home - Bonnie Condliff, Joan Glenz, Dot Reichelt, Lois Reardon, & Skip Uhrmann
Shores@Wesley Manor: Dot Crawshaw, Eleanor Guire, Eileen Rumble
Rehab@Shores of Wesley Manor: Lois Rahme

Woodview Estates: Lorraine Moore

13

SENDING HYMN Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair ELW # 316
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glo - 1y that the church may share, which Christ up - on the
car - nate Lord holds con - verse high, and from the cloud, the
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this great vi - sion’smys - ter - y; for which in joy - ful
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moun-tain  shows, where bright - er than the sun  he glows!
Ho - ly One says, “This is  my be - lov - ed Son.”
theirs a - bove  who joy in God  with per - fect love.
song we raise the voice  of prayer, the hymn of praise.
by your  grace to  see your glo - 1y face to face.

Text: Sarum, 15th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818—1866, alt.
Music: DEO GRACIAS, English ballad, 15th cent.
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Sending

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.

SENDING PRAYER

Let us pray.
Dear God, in this time of holy worship you have refreshed us. Guide our lives with
your holy Word. Bring joy back into our journey with you. Send us forth now as
witnesses of the Good News of your birth, that we also may be light for the world,
in the name of Jesus, the Messiah. Amen.

*BLESSING
May God bless you and keep you. Know that God is always by your side.
May Jesus' love guide and inspire you in all you do. May the Holy Spirit shine in
you and bring others closer to God’s love and + give you joy! Amen

*SENDING HYMN Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair ELW # 316
POSTLUDE Agincourt Hymn by John Dunstable
*DISMISSAL
Leader: Go in peace and serve our Messiah with love for others!

Thanks be to God!

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #.SAS002821 New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised
Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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*Please stand as you are able—* Congregation responses in bold print.

Gathering

WELCOME Rev. Althea Albright
PRELUDE O Wondrous Type! Oh, Vision Fair by Stephen Gabrielson
Please stand as you are able.

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Let us come together to worship the Messiah, our God and King!
We come to worship the Savior of the world. We come to worship the Messiah.
Jesus promised to be wherever two or more are gathered. Christ is with us now.
God calls us to turn back his love and mercy for us.
We turn to God, our merciful Redeemer. We are thankful for Jesus, Emmanuel,
who comes to change the world.
Let us worship together as we meet with Jesus in this place. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Almighty God, you know us inside and out. You are always with us and you never leave us or
forsake us. We cannot escape your love. You formed us and you know us before we were
born. You watch over us and always hear our prayers. We come before you now wanting
to hear your voice. Forgive us for the times we have turned away from you and bring us
closer to your Spirit once again. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
God of Love, We confess that we have turned away from you. We have trouble
trusting your promises for us. We let worry and fear overwhelm us. We do not
always treat our neighbors with the love that you call us to give. For the sake of
your Son, have mercy on us. Forgive us for our shortcomings, refresh us in this new
year, and lead us in the way of Christ, so that we may glorify your holy name in all
that we say and do. Amen.

God so loved the world that he sent, Christ to save us and redeem our sinful ways.
As a minister of the church of Christ, I declare to you that through Christ, God forgives
you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
God loves us beyond all understanding. Come back to God's loving arms, with joyful
hearts, ready to accept God’s gift of grace. Amen.
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*GATHERING HYMN Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies ELW # 553
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: RATISBON, J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815
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*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Almighty God, You bless us with all that we have. You have blessed our lives
forever with the love of your Son and your gift of grace. Empower us to change the
lives of others with your Good News. Bless our congregation, this community,
and all the offerings we give back to you for your holy work, through Jesus Christ,
our Messiah. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.

For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and for all
who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep;
mountains, clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s
guidance in our stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security guards,
attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they witness to
mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For all who suffer this day (especially), that Christ our healer transform sickness into health,
loneliness into companionship, bereavement into consolation, and suffering into peace,
let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who cannot be
with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory is revealed
around and among us, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage that their
lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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*APOSTLES’ CREED *GREETING

I bel}eve n God, the l?athe.r almighty, creator of heaven and earth. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. : .
be with you all. And also with you.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. KYRIE
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 0 0
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. (6o P— @ —
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, i J > . i o

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, In peace, let us pray tothe Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen n
Please be seated é ol — P — e ————
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OFFERING Please place your offering in the offering plates, For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
located at the entrances to the Sanctuary. 0 ‘
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4 *CANTICLE Glory to God ELW page 148

N 4 Alssisting minister — . .

A - —g —— i T —T i ? 4
Wﬂ- ] - @ — ] — ] S

i I 2] [ & — 7 K—

J T

Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

nu “ . p— | . .
s s a— ] S S — —F —_ ————— ] ]
@ L — z i— T " — - r ! ! i— ) - —

Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we

0 & . .

)* A 1T [ —— q— | [— I | |
e e e e e e e e e e e e
Q—F—‘_ﬁ# ] 1] bt i ] o

J T — Y L T '

wor-ship you,

we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.

=) | [ —— I

ﬁg  — i — _‘]_‘I_dl_-l

Sy

1
|
|
et
=

L 100
T

|

Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: BETHOLD, Mark Sedio, b. 1954

Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company. Carol Stream, IL. 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




8 *HYMN OF THE DAY

Jesus on the Mountain Peak

ELW # 787
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY >

Let us pray together.... Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from
the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine
the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

Word

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to
Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses
died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate succes-
sors of the great prophet Moses.

"Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were on their way from Gilgal. “Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as
far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LorD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave
you.” So they went down to Bethel. “The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out
to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LorD will take your master away
from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LoRD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said,
“As the LoRD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho.
“The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him,
“Do you know that today the LorD will take your master away from you?”” And he answered,
“Yes, I know; be silent.”

°Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said,
“As the Lorbp lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went
on. 'Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them,
as they both were standing by the Jordan. “Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and
struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them
crossed on dry ground.

"When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I
am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.”

""He responded, “You have asked a hard thlng, yet if you see me as I am being taken from
you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” ''As they continued walking and talkmg,
chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a
whirlwind into heaven. ’Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots
of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own
clothes and tore them in two pieces.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 50:1-6
'The mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting.
*Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty,
God shines | forth in glory.
*0ur God will come and will | not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm.
*God calls the heavens and the earth | from above
to witness the judgment | of the people.
>*Gather before me my | loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.”
The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause,
for it is God | who is judge.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on
the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of
Jesus Christ shine in our lives through Christian ministry.

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. *In their case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for
Jesus’ sake. °For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The holy gospel according to St. Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

*GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent
to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of
God'’s glory manifest in the beloved Son.

?Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, *and his clothes be-
came dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. *And there appeared to
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. >Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it
is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.” ®He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. "Then a cloud overshad-
owed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to
him!” *Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only
Jesus.

?As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Althea Albright

Please be seated




