Sunday, January 31, 2021 Epiphany 4

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Let us come together to worship the Messiah, our God and King!
We come to worship the Savior of the world. We come to worship the Messiah.
Jesus promised to be wherever two or more are gathered. Christ is with us now.
God calls us to turn back his love and mercy for us.
We turn to God, our merciful Redeemer. We are thankful for Jesus, Emmanuel,
who comes to change the world.
Let us worship together as we meet with Jesus in this place. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Almighty God, you know us inside and out. You are always with us and you never leave us or
forsake us. We cannot escape your love. You formed us and you know us before we were
born. You watch over us and always hear our prayers. We come before you now wanting
to hear your voice. Forgive us for the times we have turned away from you and bring us
closer to your Spirit once again. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
God of Love, We confess that we have turned away from you. We have trouble
trusting your promises for us. We let worry and fear overwhelm us. We do not
always treat our neighbors with the love that you call us to give. For the sake of
your Son, have mercy on us. Forgive us for our shortcomings, refresh us in this new
year, and lead us in the way of Christ, so that we may glorify your holy name in all
that we say and do. Amen.

God so loved the world that he sent, Christ to save us and redeem our sinful ways.
As a minister of the church of Christ, I declare to you that through Christ, God forgives
you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
God loves us beyond all understanding. Come back to God's loving arms, with joyful
hearts, ready to accept God’s gift of grace. Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.... Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your
radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to
all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see
and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Today s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the
Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the
people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine
word.

[Moses said:] *The LoRD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among
your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. '°This is what you requested  of the LORD
your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD
my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” '"Then the LORD replied to me:
“They are right in what they have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among
their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them
everything that I command. ' Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak
in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 2°But any prophet who speaks in the name of other
gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to
speak—that prophet shall die.” The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 111
"Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with | my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation.
2Great are your | works, O LORD, / pondered by all who de- | light in them.
3Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds, / and your righteousness en- | dures forever.
*You cause your wonders to | be remembered;
you are gracious and full | of compassion.
>You give food to | those who fear you, / remembering forev- | er your covenant.
%You have shown your people the power | of your works
in giving them the lands | of the nations.
"The works of your hands are faithful- | ness and justice; / all of your pre- | cepts are sure.
8They stand fast forev- | er and ever, / because they are done in | truth and equity.
’You sent redemption to your people and commanded your cove- | nant forever;
holy and awesome | is your name.
''The fear of the LORD is the begin- | ning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise en- | dures forever.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:14-18

Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvation has been blazed for us. We do
not fear death, because he has conquered the power of death. Thus Christ, our merciful and
faithful high priest, has the final say over the destiny of our lives.

14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same

things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the
devil, "and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. '°For it is
clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. !"Therefore he had to
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful
high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the
people. ®*Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are
being tested. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28

Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus
and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and people are
amazed at his authority.

2[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered

the synagogue and taught.?’They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as

one having authority, and not as the scribes. 2*Just then there was in their synagogue a man with
an unclean spirit, >*and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” >*But Jesus rebuked him,
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” °And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying
with a loud voice, came out of him. >’They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits,
and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of
Galilee.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Rev. Althea Albright

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Almighty God, You bless us with all that we have. You have blessed our lives
forever with the love of your Son and your gift of grace. Empower us to change the
lives of others with your Good News. Bless our congregation, this community,
and all the offerings we give back to you for your holy work, through Jesus Christ,
our Messiah. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Pastor: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.

Leader: For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world:
prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its ministries,
let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Leader: For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and farms;
and for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Leader: For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid
attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the
well-being of civil society, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Pastor: For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized,
those living with chronic disease, those struggling with mental illness, those who are
hungry or homeless, and all in any need (especially); for caregivers, hospice workers,
and home health aides, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Leader: For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from worship,
those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and for
other needs in our community, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Leader: For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the
baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Pastor: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the
one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING PRAYER

Let us pray. Dear God, in this time of holy worship you have refreshed us. Guide our lives with
your holy Word. Bring joy back into our journey with you. Send us forth now as
witnesses of the Good News of your birth, that we also may be light for the world,
in the name of Jesus, the Messiah. Amen.

BLESSING
May God bless you and keep you. Know that God is always by your side.
May Jesus' love guide and inspire you in all you do. May the Holy Spirit shine in you

and bring others closer to God’s love and  give you joy! Amen

DISMISSAL
Go in peace and serve our Messiah with love for others! Thanks be to God!



