August 9, 2026 Pentecost 1l

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

11 East Dawes Avenue, Somers Point, NJ 08244
Church Office: 609-927-3082 Food Pantry: 609-927-9982
Website: www.GraceLutheranSPNJ.org
E-mail: office@GraceLutheranSPNJ.org

Reverend ¢ Elizabeth Frey, Pastor, Scott J. Breiner, Music Director
Corinne Rhodes, Administrative Assistant

We welcome you to worship here at Grace!

Note that all text written in bold is for congregation participation.
Most of our hymn songs are found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
red hymnal found in the pews.

S=service music in the front part of the hymnal.
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GATHERING
Thank you for joining us as we worship our Lord together!

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the
sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they
cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the
storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our
fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup
of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of
God’s presence to others.

WELCOME Rev. Elizabeth Frey
PRELUDE Wade in the Water setting by Barbara Harbach

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy,
and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your
yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love. Amen.
OPENING HYMN Shout to the Lord ELW #821

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE ELW S138
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HYMN OF PRAISE This is the Feast ELW §140

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters
from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical
signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now
experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the
only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed
Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.

? At [Horeb, the mount of God,] [Elijah] came to a cave and spent the
night there.

Then the word of the LorRD came to him, saying, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?” ' He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the
God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they
are seeking my life, to take it away.”

""He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LorD, for the
LoRbD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was
splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the
LoRrD was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD
was not in the earthquake, '* and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD
was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. > When Elijah
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the
entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are
you doing here, Elijah?” '* He answered, “I have been very zealous for the
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Lorp, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone
am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” '°> Then the Lorbp said
to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you
arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '® Also you shall anoint
Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. ' Whoever escapes from
the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of
Jehu, Elisha shall kill. '® Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed
him.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 85:8-13
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®I will listen to what the Lorp ! God is saying;

for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their !
hearts to you.

’ Truly, your salvation is very near to ' those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell ' in our land.

% Steadfast love and faithfulness have ! met together;
righteousness and peace have ! kissed each other.

"' Faithfulness shall spring up ' from the earth,
and righteousness shall look ' down from heaven.

'>The Lorp will indeed ! grant prosperity,
and our land will | yield its increase.

" Righteousness shall go be- ! fore the LORD
and shall prepare for' God a pathway.

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic
efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus
Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s
saving actions.

> Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law,
that “the person who does these things will live by them.” ® But the
righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who
will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) " “or ‘Who will
descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). * But
what does it say?

“The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ° because if you confess with
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart, Ieading
to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation, '
The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” '* For
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all
and is generous to all who call on him. " For “everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord shall be saved.”

' But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And
how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? '> And how are they
to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good news!”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
b L
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 14th chapter. Glory to you, O
Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of
“little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew
shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and
sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

** [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the
other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.” And after
he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.
When evening came, he was there alone, ** but by this time the boat, battered
by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. *° And
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. *° But when
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. >’ But immediately Jesus spoke to them
and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

8 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water.” * He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. °° But when he noticed the
strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out,
“Lord, save me!” °' Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”” >* When they got
into the boat, the wind ceased. > And those in the boat worshiped him,
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON Rev. Elizabeth Frey
Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY Calm to the Waves ELW #794
(sung twice)
THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY Wade in the Water arr. by Mark Hayes
Vocals: Andrew Ehrhardt, Ruth Bowden, and Charles Bowden

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE Create in Me a Clean Heart O God WOV #732

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation. Brief silence.

A: We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your
word may be heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted,
strengthen the church in its faithful witness. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

A: For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve
biodiversity in all its variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a
changing climate. Move our hearts with compassion to join in this work.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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A: For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who
are in positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us
to respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

P: For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and
hope in your loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and
all who suffer especially all who are on our prayer list and all those we name
aloud or in our hearts... Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A: For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love
and life amid a turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other
church leaders with your still, calm voice. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A: We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us
in our earthly journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal
kingdom. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW S144
PREFACE
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW §144
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

EVERYONE IS INVITED to receive Holy Communion. The ushers will invite
worshippers forward to receive communion in front of the altar steps. Once
you have received the wafer and the red wine/white grape juice, place your
empty cup in the tray and return to your pew via the side aisles. If you do not
wish to receive communion, or are worshipping with children who have not
had First Communion, we welcome you to come forward for a blessing and
cross your arms over your chest to show your preference to the pastor.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through
this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now
and forever. Amen.

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today
and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN My Life flows on in Endless Song ELW #763

Please be seated. Enjoy the postlude music.
and meditate on how God spoke to your heart today.

POSTLUDE Allegro by Antonio Vivaldi, arr. by Kevin Norris

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

We ane glad (e yeun presence tedowy.
We hepe you come again seon!
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We thank all those serving in worship today:
Worship Assistant: June Jordan

The flowers sponsor this week is: Mary Goodman, in memory
of her friend, Dotte.

Please be sure to sign up for a time to meet with Pastor Liz if you have
not yet done so. She would love to get to know everyone, even if she
has already met you. The sign-up sheets are in the narthex (back of the
church). You may also call the church office to set up a time with her.
We are in the process of updating our prayer list. If you or a loved one
have been on our prayer list, please call or email the church office at
your convenience to give us an update on how you/they are doing,
and let us know which names can be removed and which names you
would like us to keep. Thank you!

Grace will have a table at the Good Old Days Festival at Kennedy Park
on Saturday, September 12 from 10:00 AM-6:00 PM. This is a great
opportunity for us to be visible to the community and get word out

about our church and ministries we offer! We will also be advertising
for upcoming events, like Oktoberfest. We will need volunteers to sit at
our table for an hour or two to help give out brochures and give-away
items, and help with the children’s craft. Please look for the volunteer
sign-up sheet in the narthex on Sundays, or call the church office and
let us know your availability.
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PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following people in your daily prayers:
Members of Grace: Debbie K., Renee P. & sister, Bettie C., Bonnie C., Ruth
K., Barry L., Don B., John Sa., Family of Chris D., Scott B, Sally S., Jonelle,
Meg L., Jim F., Clare B., Meg M., Robert & Mary Ellen B. and Family, Linda
S., Kathy N.

Our family and friends: Alex, Jeff, Skip, Donna, Tom, Rachel (Ruth T.),
Cody, Logan, David (Ruth B.), Marilyn, Houston (June J.), Nadine, Todd,
Drew, Catherine, (Corinne R.), Family & Friends of Carrie, Family & Friends
of Sally (Ray H.), Jonathan S. (Edna C.), Bruce (Brenda T.), Jody M., Audrey
M. (Mary Ann G.), Karen H., Barbara F. (Mary G.), Tyler, Megan (Carol G.),
Barbara B., Hank (Vickie C.), Bridget K. & Patrick, George M., Ronald G.,
Rossanne and Ronald, Byonka (Renee P.), Abril, Kyle, Randy, the Garmin
Family (Chris D.), Donna Bishop-Chaporino, Reverend Pat J. (Jim F.), Kyri
(Meg L.), John M., Dan (Sue S.), Eileen (Linda S.), Joan W. (Mary Ellen F.),
Lisa M., Bob B. (Pastor Liz), Pastor Althea Albright, Lillian D.

Those serving our country: Matthew Bilello, ANG, Cainan Johnson, USAF,
& Daniel Casner, 3rd USN, Liam Johnson, USN

The Shores at Wesley Manor: Eleanore Guire
Please notify the church office of any changes or additions to our prayer list.

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #.8AS002821 New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.



HAPPENINGS AROUND GRACE THIS WEEK
August 9, 2026-August 16, 2026

11th Sunday of Pentecost 8/9/26
8:00AM Spoken Worship
10:15AM Traditional Worship

MONDAY 8/10/26
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

TUESDAY 8/11/26
6:30PM Narcotics Anonymous
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

WEDNESDAY 8/12/26
11:30AM Bayside Duplicate Bridge
6:00PM AA Book Study
7:00PM Narcotics Anonymous

Present this bulletin on a Sunday
and Shore Diner will donate 20% to Grace
Lutheran Church. Present this on
any other day, and we will donate 10%.

Shore Diner
6710 Tilton Road

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
609-641-3669

THURSDAY 8/13/26
12:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous
11:30AM Bayside Duplicate Bridge
5:00PM Choir Rehearsal
5:30PM AA 12-Step
7:00PM Al-Anon

FRIDAY 8/14/26
10:30AM Grace Stitchers
7:30PM Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY 8/15/26
7:30AM & 8:30AM Weight Watchers

12th Sunday of Pentecost 8/16/26
8:00AM Spoken Worship
10:15AM Traditional Worship

Office Hours:

Mon-Tues 10:00-3:00
Thurs-Fri 10:00-3:00




