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HAPPENINGS AROUND GRACE THIS WEEK 

August 25, 2024—August 31, 2024 

 14th Sunday of Pentecost  8/25/24 
8:00AM Spoken Worship 

8:45AM Adult Forum Group 
10:15AM Traditional Worship 

     4:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

MONDAY  8/26/24 
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry 
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 

 

TUESDAY  8/27/24 
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry 
6:30PM Narcotics Anonymous 
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 

 

WEDNESDAY  8/28/24 
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry 

11:30AM Bayside Duplicate Bridge 
6:00PM Alateen 

7:00PM Narcotics Anonymous 
 

THURSDAY  8/29/24 
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry 

12:00PM  Alcoholics Anonymous 
5:00PM Choir Rehearsal 

7:00PM Al-Anon 
 

FRIDAY  8/30/24 
10:30AM Grace Stitchers 

7:30PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

 

SATURDAY  8/31/24 
 

No Events 
 

15th Sunday of Pentecost 9/1/24 
8:00AM Spoken Worship Service  

8:45AM Adult Forum Group 
10:15AM Traditional Worship 

4:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS                            

Mon-Tues 10:00AM-3:00PM 

Thurs-Fri 10:00AM-3:00PM 

  

 

August 25, 2024     14th Sunday of Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
11 East Dawes Avenue, Somers Point, NJ 08244 

Church Office: 609-927-3082  Food Pantry: 609-927-9982 
Website: www.gracelutheranspnj.org 

E-mail: office@gracelutheranspnj.comcastbiz.net 
 

  Vice Pastor  Wendolyn Trozzo, Scott J. Breiner, Music Director 
Corinne Rhodes, Administrative Assistant 

Alison Toth, Social Media Consultant 
 

We welcome you to worship here at Grace!  
Note that all text written in bold is for congregation participation.  
Our hymn songs are found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship  

red hymnal found in the pews.  
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___________________________________________ 
 

GATHERING  
___________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for joining us as we worship our Lord together!   
 

INTRODUCTION 
 In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat 
his flesh and drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is 
the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom 
can we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing just before the gospel 
is read. “You have the words of eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, 
as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the word of 
God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the 
gospel. 

WELCOME                                                             Rev. Wendolyn Trozzo 

PRELUDE             Kyrie Eleison                           by Ron Kean 
                                      Soloist: Patricia Angarano 

           

Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Gracious God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin, and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
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“Not Another Oompah Band”!  

Tickets will go on sale Sunday, September 1 in the narthex: $30 for 

adults,  $15 for youth, and children 5 and under are free.  You may also call 

the church office to purchase tickets. There is a limited number, so the 

sooner you purchase, the better!  
 

Oktoberfest Food Prep Needed 

If you are able to donate a red cabbage or help prepare food for the 

Oktoberfest, please pick up a recipe in the narthex for what you would like 

to make and sign up on the sign-up sheet to let us know what you are 

making and how much. If you would like to contribute but do not have the 

time to make something, monetary donations are certainly appreciated, as 

well.  
 

Home Reading of the Week: 
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20 
 10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the 
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore 
take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that 
evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten 
the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 
15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the 
gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will 
be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end 
keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for 
me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with 
boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. 
Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 
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We are glad for your presence today.  
We hope you come again soon! 

 

 

We thank all those serving in worship today: 
Reader:  Jim Ehrhardt 

 
 

The flowers sponsors this week are: Stephen and 
Mary Ann Gring, in memory of Stevie Geise. 

 

The candles, wine, and bulletins sponsor this week is: Bettie Cross, 

wishing peace for everyone. 
 

The music sponsor this week is: Ingeborg Carlson, in memory of C. 

Richard Carlson, with our love from this family. 

 

Our Church Directory is in progress! We would like to add a page or two of 

pictures of the different committees and ministry groups here at Grace. If 

you would like to have a picture of your ministry group in the directory, 

please take and submit those pictures by August 30 to:  

gracelutheranmedia24@gmail.com.  

If you have not yet had a personal/family picture taken or submitted a 

picture, this would be the very last call for you to submit that, as well. 

       

If you are able to help at the Good Old Days Festival at Kennedy Park on 

Saturday, September 7, please sign up in the narthex for a time that works 

for you. This is a great opportunity to get our name out there, hand out 

items, fliers, and advertise our 100th Anniversary and Oktoberfest! 
 

Oktoberfest 2024 will take place at Grace Lutheran Church on 

Friday, September 27 from 5:00 PM-8:00 PM, featuring the German band 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Holy name, 
Amen. 
 Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for 
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN           When Morning Gilds the Skies           ELW #853 
VERSE 1, 3, 5 ALL, VERSE 2 WOMEN, VERSE 4 MEN                  

 

GREETING 
      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the        
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
 

KYRIE                                                  white booklet page 1
                              

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. 
Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is 
false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

PEACE      The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR 
 Take a brief moment to share the peace by greeting someone sitting 
near you. Verbal greetings are appropriate if you are not comfortable 
shaking hands or touching. 
 

Please be seated. 

PSALM 34:15-22 
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        15The eyes of the Lord are up- | on the righteous, 

  and God’s ears are open | to their cry. 

 16The face of the Lord is against those | who do evil, 

  to erase the remembrance of them | from the earth. 

 17The righteous cry, and | the Lord hears them 

  and delivers them from | all their troubles. 

 18The Lord is near to the | brokenhearted 

  and saves those whose spir- | its are crushed.  

 19Many are the troubles | of the righteous, 

  but the Lord delivers them from | every one. 

 20God will keep safe | all their bones; 

  not one of them | shall be broken. 

 21Evil will bring death | to the wicked 

  and those who hate the righteous | will be punished. 

 22O Lord, you redeem the life | of your servants, 

  and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished.   

 

READING : Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18  

 In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It 
describes relationships and is the primary word used to characterize the 
relationship between God and Israel. By delivering Israel, God has already 
begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to respond. 
 1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and 
summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and 
they presented themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua said to all the people, 
14“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River 
and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve the 
Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites 
in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve 
the Lord.” 
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           EVERYONE IS INVITED to receive Holy Communion. The 
ushers will invite worshippers forward to fill the altar railings. Once you 
have received the wafer and the  red wine/white grape juice, place your 
empty cup in the tray and return to your pew. As places open up, 
worshippers will fill them in so that communion is a continuous process.  If 
you do not wish to receive communion, or are worshipping with children 
who have not had First Communion, we welcome you to come forward for a 
blessing; as you kneel at the railing, cross your arms over your chest to 
show your preference to the pastor.   
 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than 
we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now 
strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we 
pray. Amen. 
 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

__________________________________________ 
 

SENDING  
___________________________________________ 

BLESSING 
 The Lord Bless you and keep you; The Lord’s face shine on you and 
be gracious to you; The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace, 
in the name of the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                O Jesus, I Have Promised                ELW #810                                        
 
 

Please be seated. Enjoy the postlude music.  
and meditate on how God spoke to your heart today. 

 
 

POSTLUDE                 Trumpet Tune in G Major        by David N. Johnson 
 

DISMISSAL   Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God. 



8 

 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb, who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           white booklet page 4 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 We give thanks for your Son, who in the night in which he was 
betrayed,  took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. Amen. 

 Together, we pray as our Lord taught us, saying: 
   

 Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! Amen. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN           Lamb  of  God             white booklet page 4 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS     Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup      ELW #492
  

                   For the Bread Which You Have Broken    ELW #494 
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 16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should 
forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 17for it is the Lord our God who 
brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all 
the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 
18and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived 
in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 
 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 The Holy Gospel according to John the 6th chapter. Glory to you, O 

Lord. 
 

GOSPEL:  John 6:56-69 

 The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his 
followers must eat his flesh and drink his blood. The followers who return 
to their old lives know something about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, 
on the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of living, gracious 
words. He asks the most important question: “To whom shall we go?” 

 [Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in 
me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of 
the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread 
that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and 
they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these 
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things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
 60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is 
difficult; who can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples 
were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then 
what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 
63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have 
spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do 
not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not 
believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For 
this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted 
by the Father.” 
 66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer 
went about with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go 
away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have 
the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are 
the Holy One of God.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                       Rev. Wendolyn Trozzo 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY              O Word of God Incarnate            ELW #514           
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

OFFERTORY                     I am the Bread of Life                    by John Wilbye 
                                                                        

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS Create in me a Clean Heart  WOV page 732        
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and 
called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 P: Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, 
let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. Brief silence. 

At the end of each prayer petition when the worship assistant or pastor 
says, “Merciful God,” please respond with “Receive our prayer.”  
 

 P: We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into 
your holy keeping. Amen.  

___________________________________________ 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
___________________________________________ 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                         white booklet page 3 
 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 


