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HAPPENINGS AROUND GRACE THIS WEEK 

July 14, 2024—July 21, 2024 
 8th Sunday of Pentecost  7/14/24 

8:00AM Spoken Worship 
8:45AM Adult Forum Group 

10:15AM Traditional Worship 
Joyful Noise Offering: Covenant House 

Potluck & Ministry Brainstorming 
     4:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 

 

MONDAY  7/15/24 
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry 
7:00PM Grief Support Group 

7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

TUESDAY  7/16/24 
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry 
6:30PM Narcotics Anonymous 
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 

 

WEDNESDAY  7/17/24 
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry 

11:30AM Bayside Duplicate Bridge 
6:00PM Alateen 

7:00PM Narcotics Anonymous 
 

THURSDAY  7/18/24 
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry 

11:00AM Memorial Service for Bob C. 
2:00PM Grief Support Group 

5:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
7:00PM Church Council Meeting 

7:00PM Al-Anon 

 

FRIDAY  7/19/24 
10:30AM Grace Stitchers 

7:30PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
SATURDAY  7/20/24 

No events 
9th Sunday of Pentecost 7/21/24 
8:00AM Spoken Worship Service  

8:45AM Adult Forum Group 
10:15AM Traditional Worship 

4:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS                            

Mon-Tues 10:00AM-3:00PM 

Thurs-Fri 10:00AM-3:00PM 

  

 

July 14, 2024         8th Sunday of Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
11 East Dawes Avenue, Somers Point, NJ 08244 

Church Office: 609-927-3082  Food Pantry: 609-927-9982 
Website: www.gracelutheranspnj.org 

E-mail: office@gracelutheranspnj.comcastbiz.net 
 

  Vice Pastor  Wendolyn Trozzo, Scott J. Breiner, Music Director 
Corinne Rhodes, Administrative Assistant 

Alison Toth, Social Media Consultant 
 

We welcome you to worship here at Grace!  
Note that all text written in bold is for congregation participation.  
Our hymn songs are found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship  

red hymnal found in the pews.  
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___________________________________________ 
 

GATHERING  
___________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for joining us as we worship our Lord together!   
 

INTRODUCTION 
 When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its 
mistreatment of the poor, he becomes a threat to the power of the priests 
and the king. John the Baptist also speaks truth to power, and Herod has 
him killed. In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we 
may hear hope for the oppressed: all the prophets killed through the ages 
are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with 
them, and to proclaim God’s saving love. 

WELCOME                          Rev. Wendolyn Trozzo 
 

PRELUDE       Variations on “Whatever My God Ordains Is Right” 
             by Johann Pachelbel         
              

Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Gracious God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin, and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
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Home Reading of the Week: 

 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

 In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as 
heaven and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen 
as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation. 
 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 
just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy 
and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his 
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to 
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With 
all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things 
on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things 
according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our 
hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, 
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 
this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, 
to the praise of his glory. 
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Please be seated. Enjoy the postlude music.  
and meditate on how God spoke to your heart today. 

 
 

POSTLUDE  Whatever My God Ordains Is Right  by Johann Godfried Walther 
 

DISMISSAL   Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
 

We are glad for your presence today.  
We hope you come again soon! 

 

 
We thank all those serving in worship today: 

Reader:  June Jordan 

 
The flowers sponsor this week is: Carol Gallagher, in 

memory of her father, Frank Chamberlain. 
 
 

The memorial service for Bob Carlson is: 

Thursday, July 18  

Visitation at 10:00 AM followed by the service at 11:00 AM 

at Grace Lutheran Church. 

 

 

 

Potluck Meal And Ministry Brainstorming following worship! 

Join us for a fun session of dreaming up ideas big and small to 

share the Gospel through Fellowship, Outreach, and Using the 

Resources around us! 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Holy name, 
Amen. 
 Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for 
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

OPENING HYMN      Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing       ELW #807                   
 

GREETING 
      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the        
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
 

KYRIE                                                  white booklet page 1
                              

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

PEACE      The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR 
 Take a brief moment to share the peace by greeting someone sitting 
near you. Verbal greetings are appropriate if you are not comfortable 
shaking hands or touching. 
 

Please be seated. 

PSALM 85:8-13 
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     8 I will listen to what the Lord | God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | 
hearts to you. 
 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell | in our land.  
 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 
  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
 11 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
 12 The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity, 
  and our land will | yield its increase. 
 13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord 
  and shall prepare for | God a pathway.   
 

READING : Amos 7:7-15 

 Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. 
Rather, he is an ordinary farmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called 
by God to speak to Israel (the northern kingdom). God’s word of judgment 
through Amos conflicts with the king’s court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos 
encounters at Bethel. 
 7 This is what [the Lord God] showed me: the Lord was standing 
beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And 
the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” 
Then the Lord said,  
 “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; 
  I will never again pass them by; 9 the high places of Isaac shall be made 
desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise 
against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 
  10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, 
saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of 
Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said,  
 ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from 
his land.’ ” 
 12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of 
Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 13 but never again 
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the 
kingdom.” 
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COMMUNION HYMN           Lamb  of  God             white booklet page 4 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  By Your Hand You Feed Your People  ELW #469 
           Just a Closer Walk with Thee   ELW# 697 
 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than 
we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now 
strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we 
pray. Amen. 
 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

__________________________________________ 
 

SENDING  
___________________________________________ 

 
 

 

BLESSING 
 The Lord Bless you and keep you; The Lord’s face shine on you and 
be gracious to you; The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace, 
in the name of the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN        What God Ordains Is Good Indeed          ELW#776                                           
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___________________________________________ 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
___________________________________________ 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                         white booklet page 3 
 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb, who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           white booklet page 4 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 We give thanks for your Son, who in the night in which he was 
betrayed,  took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. Amen. 

 Together, we pray as our Lord taught us, saying: 
   

 Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! Amen. 
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   14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s 
son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15 and the Lord 
took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy 
to my people Israel.’ ” 
 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 6th chapter. Glory to you, O 

Lord. 

  

GOSPEL:  Mark 6:14-29 

 As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the 
story of John the Baptist’s martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples 
will also suffer at the hands of those opposed to the gospel of salvation. 
 

 14 King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had 
become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from 
the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” 15 But others 
said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets 
of old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, 
has been raised.” 
  17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, 
and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 
because Herod had married her. 18 For John had been telling Herod, “It is 
not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19 And Herodias had a 
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grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20 for Herod 
feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he 
protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he 
liked to listen to him. 21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his 
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of 
Galilee. 22 When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased 
Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever 
you wish, and I will give it.” 23 And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever 
you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24 She went out and 
said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John 
the baptizer.” 25 Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I 
want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 
The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the 
guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent a soldier 
of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in 
the prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the 
girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples heard about it, they came 
and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                       Rev. Wendolyn Trozzo 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY              Give Thanks for Saints               ELW # 428           
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

7 

 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

OFFERTORY                      With a Voice of Singing                  by  Martin Shaw 
                                                                        

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS Create in me a Clean Heart  WOV page 732        
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and 
called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 P: One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, we join our voices in prayer. Brief silence. 

At the end of each prayer petition when the worship assistant or pastor 
says, “In your mercy,” please respond with “Hear our prayer.”  
 

 P: Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we 
commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is 
the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.  


